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Advocacy Plan (October 2015) 

 

1. Our Catholic Schools support the family’s efforts to teach values & beliefs that are similar to 
values & beliefs taught in the home.  

 

 We practice Servant Leadership and participate in works of Social Justice that help the poor. 

 We are proud to be publicly funded and an integral part of Alberta’s choice-based education system. 

 We are inclusive and welcome students of all faiths who desire a values-based Catholic education. 

 We permeate our Catholic faith and explore other religions of the world in our classrooms. 

 We focus on the whole child and foster spiritual, academic, cultural, physical, and social development. 

 

       
 

2. A solution for St. Patrick, St. Gerard, & Mother Teresa Schools: Funding announcement for a 950 
student Elementary-Junior High School in O’Brien West (Grande Prairie).  

 St. Patrick Catholic School has significant structural slab, building envelop, and air quality concerns that are temporarily 

rectified but need a permanent solution.  
o Building is sized for 410 students (with 8 modular classrooms). 
o Gymnasium is undersized. St. Pat’s needs spaces for CTS Foods & Design Studies and space for Science & Art.  

 

 St. Gerard (Single-track Immersion) School is overcrowded and has 16 portable/ modular classrooms attached to it. 

o Building is sized for 779 but Ancillary spaces do not conform to the School Capital Manual. 
o Gymnasium is undersized. Additional spaces need to be constructed for CTS and Library Commons. 

 

 The best solution is to construct a new St. Gerard Immersion Centre in O’Brien Lake. It would have a core for 950 stduents but 
open with a capacity for 750 students. Once the school opens in fall 2017 the St. Patrick School students would move into the 
existing St. Gerard School. 

 The Royal Oaks School could serve as a footprint for the new St. Gerard Immersion Centre. 

 
3. Infrastructure Deficit 

 Facility condition evaluation is a key tool for government and school boards' long-term capital planning processes. It assists 

with determining priorities for investing in maintenance, upgrades and new infrastructure.  

 Reviews are ongoing within a five-year cycle so that each school is re-evaluated five years following its last review. The 

evaluation report generated from each review provides a "snapshot" of the physical condition and building systems at that 

specific point in time. The review anticipates the amount and cost of maintenance work that may be required over the next 

five years to keep the school in optimal condition. 

 Health and safety of public facilities are of the utmost priority. Any situation or condition that would impact student, staff or 

visitor safety or program operation are addressed immediately and would not be reflected in the evaluation report. 

 
Date of 5 Year Condition Estimated Costs 

Facility Evaluation Index Over Next 5 Years 

Ecole St. Gerard Oct-08 11.91% 2,088,600  

Holy Cross Nov-12 3.43% 558,100  
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St. Clement Nov-10 27.59% 2,505,002  

St. Joseph Oct-11 0.84% 335,700  

St. Kateri Oct-11 22.84% 3,366,600  

St. Mary Oct-11 13.71% 747,900  

St. Patrick Nov-12 13.50% 1,678,167  

St. Thomas More Aug-10 11.43% 1,761,700  

Ste. Marie Nov-13 10.78% 849,100  

Mother Teresa n/a 
 

0  

St. Mary's n/a 
 

0  

   

     13,890,869  

    

4. The District will experience Significant Growth by 2026, initially in primary grades followed by 
secondary. 

 
The schools in Grande Prairie/ Sexsmith are small CORE schools and already have 50++ portables attached to the schools. According 
to Workforce Development (Alberta Education) the Grande Prairie/ Sexsmith corridor’s Catholic population will grow by 1500 students 
by 2026. At least one large K to 9 School and one mid-sized elementary school (population 600) will need to be constructed to meet the 
demand forecasted by Workforce Planning: Alberta Education.  
 
The current schools do not have sufficient Core space (Library, CTS, Gym, Office, Music/Drama). When Modular classrooms are added 
onto the school the space challenges increase.   

 
Alberta Education Approved “Net Capacity”  Adjusted Enrollment Population (May 2015 draft) Revision 
to New Standard) 

 
Ç Mother Teresa    515(+200) 8 modulars being added+ 4 portables (population 553) 

Ç St. Kateri    455(+100) 4 modulars being added+ 3 portables (population 456) 

Ç Holy Cross    457  8 portables (population 474) 

Ç St. Gerard    729(+50) 2 modulars being added 16 portables (population 648) 

Ç St. Clement    260  (population 239) 

Ç St. Patrick   410  8 modulars (population 305) 

Ç St. Joseph   1028  2 modulars (population 928) 

City Utilization = 93% District Utilization 88% Rural Utilization 71%  

Ç St. Maryôs Sexsmith  351(+25) 8 modulars (student population 278) 

Ç St. Mary Beaverlodge   174  1 modular (student population of 170) 

Ç Ste. Marie Spirit River   214  (student population 124) 

Ç St. Thomas More Fairview  446  (student population 267) 

 
 

5. An Educated Population is the Alberta Advantage 
Alberta’s economy will strengthen if Alberta students receive a well-rounded education. Specifically we target Early Learning, 
Numeracy, Literacy, Instruction & Assessment as our areas of interest or improvement. We believe that Service and the importance of 
Strengthening Our Faith Community build stronger, inclusive communities.  
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Contact your MLA… 
Mr. Wayne Drysdale, MLA, Grande Prairie Wapiti  The Honourable Rachel Notley, Premier of Alberta 
207, 10605 West Side Drive    Legislature Bldg, 10800 97 Avenue   
Grande Prairie, AB T8V 8E6    Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6 
Phone: (780) 538-1800 Fax: (780) 538-1802  Phone: (780) 427-2251      Fax: (780) 427-1349 
GrandePrairie.Wapiti@assembly.ab.ca    
   
Mr. Todd Loewen, Grande Prairie - Smoky   The Honourable David Eggen, Minister of Education 
102-9201 Lakeland Drive     Legislature Bldg, 10800 97 Avenue 
Grande Prairie, AB T8V 0K8    Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6 
Phone: (780) 513-1233     Fax: (780) 513-1247 Phone: (780) 427-5010 Fax: (780) 427-5018 
GrandePrairie.Smoky@assembly.ab.ca   minister.education@gov.ab.ca 
       
The Honorable Marg McCuaig-Boyd, Minister of Energy 
 MLA, Dunvegan Central    The Honourable Brian Mason, Minister of Infrastructure 
Legislature Building, 10800 97 Avenue   Legislature Bldg, 10800 97 Avenue    
Edmonton, AB   T5K 2B6     Edmonton, AB  T5K 2B6 
Phone: (780) 427-1800    Fax: (780) 415-0968 Phone: (780) 427-5041  Fax: (780) 422-2002   
Minister.energy@gov.ab.ca    minister.infrastructure@gov.ab.ca 
        
The Honourable Joe Ceci , Minister of Finance 
323 Legislature Bldg, 10800 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6  
Phone: (780) 415-4855  Fax: (780) 415-4853 
Minister.finance@gov.ab.ca 
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